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40th  MP BN (I/R) Activates at Fort Leavenworth  
MAJ Brian S. Locke  

 
 On 25 April 2009, the 40th Military Police Battalion (I/R) was activated in a ceremony on 

the main parade field of Fort Leavenworth.  The ceremony marked the official activation of the 

40th but was also symbolic in the fact that the 40th MP BN also assumed command and control 

for HHC USDB, 256th MP Company, 291st MP Company, and the 526th MP Company which 

were previously assigned to the 705th MP BN (I/R). 

 The 40th MP BN has a long and proud history starting with its initial activation in 1945 

as the 40th Military Police Service Battalion.  Since 1945, the 40th has been inactivated and acti-

vated several times and was last inactivated at Fort McClellan, Alabama in June 1990.  The Bat-

talion has served overseas in China, Thailand, Japan, and Korea.  The Battalionõs mission at Fort 

Leavenworth will be to provide custody and control, services and emergency response in sup-

port of the USDB, and on order, deploy Internment and Resettlement units and individual Sol-

diers in support of contingency operations. 

 The USDB has been planning and preparing for the activation of the 40th for over 18 

months.  The original plan for the 40th was to activate on 16 October 2009.  Due to the up-

coming deployment of the 705th MP BN (I/R),  a request for early activation was granted to 

enable the 705th to be relieved of its support to the USDB and prepare for deployment. 
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On 24 April 2009, Command Sergeant Major 

(CSM) Johnnie Jones III passed responsibility as the 

Senior Noncommissioned Officer of the United States 

Disciplinary Barracks to CSM Jonathan O. Godwin at 

the Fort Leavenworth main parade field.  CSM Godwin 

became the 19th USDB CSM. 

 After CSM Jones passed the NCO sword to 

CSM Godwin symbolizing the transfer of responsibility, 

Soldiers of the 705th Military Police Battalion 

(Internment and Resettlement) , the 40th MP Battalion 

(I/R) , and Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 

USDB, conducted a pass in review in honor of CSM 

Jones. 

 "Command Sergeant Major Jones has been a 

great command-team partner, a great battle buddy, and 

has become a good friend as well. I will miss his opti-

mism and his mission-first, Soldiers-always approach to 

leadership," said COL James Gray, USDB Commandant 

and host for the ceremony. 

 CSM Jones, who earlier the same day was 

awarded the Legion of Merit, is retiring after 31 years 

of military service, and he expressed his gratitude to all 

those who helped him in his career. 

 "It has always been about the American Sol-

dier, service members, civilians and family members," he 

said. "It is the American Soldiers that I have had an 

opportunity to stand side by side, that allowed me to 

get where I am today."  

 CSM Jones concluded an emotional speech by 

thanking friends and family for their years of support. 

 "This ride started 31 years ago, and it's now 

time for me to close this chapter and fade away.  My 

only hope is that in some way I helped someone along 

the way," he said. 

 1SG Ronald Hussung of HHC, USDB, has 

known CSM Jones since 2003, and he said CSM Jones 

provided constant mentorship and leadership to his 

subordinate leaders. 
 "He's what I consider a Soldiers' leader. He's 

an individual that's there for you 24 hours a day. He 

loves to give you advice and help you professionally 

develop yourself," Hussung said. 

 CSM Godwin comes to Fort Leavenworth 

after serving as CSM of the 14th MP Brigade at Fort 

Leonard Wood, MO. 

 "I'm excited about being here.  There is defi-

nitely a lot of change and growth coming to the USDB.  

It is awesome to get back to this great career manage-

ment field and be a part of the change.  Without a 

doubt, Detainee Operations is still the biggest game in 

town.  The similarities between Detainee Operations 

and the Army Corrections System is significant.  In my 

humble opinion, the Soldiers working in the Confine-

ment Facilities, the Regional Correctional Facilities, and 

here at the U.S. Disciplinary Barracks are honing and 

mastering the necessary skills within the ACS to effec-

tively and successfully accomplish the wartime mission 

of Detainee Operations," Godwin said. "Unless some-

thing has changed, the Army doesnõt make E-10 so I 

cannot get promoted anymore.  My job now is to take 

care of Soldiers, and I vow to the Soldiers on the field 

that's exactly what I'm going to do." 

 1SG Hussung said CSM Godwin is known as a 

leader and true professional in the Military Police com-

munity. 

 "Command Sergeant Major Godwin has a 

wealth of knowledge, he's worked here before and has 

an excellent reputation within our career management 

field, so I know for a fact that the Soldiers are very 

excited about working with him," he said. 

 Part of CSM Godwin's reputation is built on 

his service as a drill sergeant, in airborne units and in 

multiple deployments to Iraq. Among his many awards 

and medals includes the Bronze Star Medal with two 

oak leaf clusters. 

 "This is awesome," CSM Godwin said. "It's 

time to get down to business." 

 
THE USDB'S MOST SENIOR NCO POSITION 

CHANGES HANDS  
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Provost Marshal General Visits Fort Leavenworth  
 

1LT Stacey Sears 

  On 7 and 8 April 2009, Fort Leavenworth was honored to host 

BG Rodney L. Johnson, the Provost Marshal General. He began his 

visit with a brief to the Military Police officers currently attending 

ILE.  The discussion centered on where the Regiment stands right 

now and where the MP Corps is headed in the next few years.  It 

was followed by a question and answer session. That evening, he 

met with the senior leaders, both military and civilian, from the 

United States Disciplinary Barracks (USDB) at the Commandantõs 

residence.  

  Wednesday began with the Quarterly Training Brief from the 

USDB and the HHC, 705th MP BN (I/R). This allowed BG Johnson 

to view the status of the Brigade and Battalion. The brief also cov-

ered the road to war as HHC, 705th is preparing to deploy this 

summer in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

  BG Johnson also had lunch with Soldiers of the USDB and the 

500th MP Detachment.  He recognized 17 Soldiers and NCOs 

with coins of excellence for their outstanding job. 

  COL Gray and the USDB Chief of Staff, Mr. Grande, then took 

BG Johnson and the Army Corrections Command CSM, CSM 

Plemmons, on a tour of the upgrades being done on the intern-
ment and resettlement (I/R) site located on Fort Leavenworth and the construction site for the new Joint Re-

gional Correctional Facility (JRCF). The upgrades to the I/R site will provide joint force units a vital resource to 

train on I/R tasks in preparation for deployment at the hub for correctional excellence. The JRCF will serve as 

the home to inmates from the regional correctional facilities at Fort Sill and Fort Knox upon their closure over 

the next 12-18 months. 

  The final event and highlight of the trip was the state of the Regiment brief open to all Military Police on post, 

as well as the support personnel working in these units. It depicted the current state of the contemporary op-

erational environment for the Military Police Corps and the changes that the Corps would be expecting in the 

next several years. It allowed the officers and noncommissioned officers here at Fort Leavenworth the knowl-

edge of how they fit in the concept of the operation at a higher level.  

 

  I woke up this morning feeling quite excited.  The excitement brought back memories of life as a kid, awakening on Christmas Day.  Today 

was April 15th, 2008, and prisoner Doe was scheduled for release.  Although typically I donõt get excited with a prisoner being released from 

confinement, this was different.  Despite the fact prisoner Doe was disruptive early in his confinement, and still threw a tantrum or two from 

time to time, this excitement was due to the fact that prisoner Doe was our final prisoner.  Let me say that again for affect, prisoner Doe was 

our FINAL prisoner. 

  I still remember in October 2007, when we received approval from Higher Headquarters to close the facility by May 1st, 2008 for scheduled 

renovations.  At that time, the facility closure seemed a lifetime away.  Turned out, a òlifetimeó equals approximately six months.  I would 

later realize that time can be sped up if you have task upon task to accomplish.  When approved for closure, our prisoner population stood at 

roughly 150 prisoners.  With OPMG/ACC sending us only those prisoners with release dates prior to 1 May 2008, our numbers quickly dwin-

dled.   Of course we assisted as well, transferring several to the United States Disciplinary Barracks (USDB), Miramar Naval Brig, and a hand-

ful to the Puget Sound Naval Brig.  The Federal Bureau of Prisons (FBOP) also took some prisoners off our hands.  The transfer of prisoners 

was but a part of this missioné..remember, I said, task upon task. 

  The closure of the facility created concern and anxiety among the staff and prisoners.  All had questions ranging from where am I going and 

when, to why.  Some prisoners even felt they should receive additional Earned Time (ET) for their inconvenience.  I know, I know, we were 

also inundated with phone calls from family members.  Most questions could not be answered as OPSEC was the operative word, and infor-

mation concerning prisoner transfer locations and dates were kept close hold.  I am not going to discuss in detail all that was necessary to 

achieve facility closure as I have shared this with many several times.  Suffice it to say all requirements were met, and all personnel worked as 

a team to accomplish the mission. 

  So here we are, 0900 hours and prisoner Doe was just released.  No trumpets, no confetti, no cake and ice-cream, just a wish for good luck 

and a van ride to the bus terminal.  I walked through the facility speaking briefly with some Soldiers, and saw the look of joy on most faces.  
After so many months of coordination and hard work, finally mission accomplishment, kind of joy.  The Commander authorized all Soldiers to 

be released at noon and granted all civilian employees ò59 minutes. ò  After the last person left the facility, I went about the task of securing all 

doors and windows for the last time.  What an eerie feeling to walk through the facility with no furniture, equipment, Soldiers or prisoners.  I 

felt a lump in my throat as I walked through the facility for the last time, pausing momentarily after securing the outer door.  I thought how 

tough it would be not working with prisoners, and wondered if I could sustain that long.  I knew it would be tough, but I also knew it wouldnõt 

be long before prisoners are again in the facility.  With that thought, I then turned and departed. 

 

NOTE:  The renovated Fort Lewis RCF is scheduled to reopen on 22 July 2009. 
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By Ennice L. Hobbs Jr.  

Deputy Facility Commander, Fort Lewis RCF 


